HELP YOUR CHI LD TO LEARN MORE LANGUAGE

1 LI STEN TO YOUR CHI LD
Let your child knowthat what s(he) hastosayisinportant toyou. Youcandothis
by | ooki ng at the child, answering questions, naki ng conments directlyrelatedto
thechild stal king and showng your interest. Taketinetofindout wat’s on your
child s nind.

2 TALK WTH YOUR CHI LD
Providethe “rawnateri al s” s(he) needs to | earn | anguage vocabul ary, newwor ds,
i deas and granmar (howto put sentences together). S he) needs to hear | anguage to
produceit. Achildcannot | earn by watching TV. S he) needs you.

3 SPEAK SLOALY AND CLEARLY AND USE SHORT, SIMPLE SENTENCES ON
YOUR CH LD S LEVEL

4 REPEAT UNTIL YOU RE SURE YOU HAVE BEEN UNDERSTOCD

5 EXPLAIN AS MUCH AS POCSSI BLE
Expl ai n what i s happeni ng and why. Use cl ear stat enents:
e vhy you' re goi ng to t he doct or
e why they cannot play w th normy’ s sew ng box
e what is goingto happen next
e wherethey are stayingwhilenommy is at work, etc.

6 DESCRIBE WHAT IS GO NG ON RIGHT NOW IN YOUR CONVERSATI ON
WTH YOUR CHI LD
I norder for words to have neani ng, the childhas to see, feel and experience what
you reta king about. Tal k about what s(he) isdoingright now Trytocreate
| anguage | ear ni ng experi ences for your child(e.g., pointing out newvegetabl es in
the supernarket andtheir ca or, size, texture, €etc.).

7 “MRROR’ AND “EXPAND’ THE CHI LD S SPEECH ATTEMPTS
Wien your chi | d says sonet hi ng, you shoul d i nmedi at el y say what s(he) sai d back
tohimher (“mrroring’). (Exanpleof thistechnique: Child: “Meridecar.”
Parent: “Yes, Aaron, youareridinginthecar.”) Never “correct” thechildor say
that s(he) isnat sayingit righ.

8 MAKE SPEECH FUN, SO S(HE) W LL WANT TO LEARN MORE
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KEEP AN OPEN M ND

ENCOURAGE NEW | DEAS

Ask your chil d questions about newactivities and experi ences

Show hi i her how t hi ngs wor k

Roint out simlaritiesanddifferences

Hel p hi Mher | abel newthings, actions, feelings, experiences

Foint out parts of things and howthey fit toget her

Poi nt out howone thingrel ates to sonet hi ng el se t hey al ready knowabout

D OO T D

ENCOURAGE LI STENI NG
Li sten t o nusi ¢ and noi ses around your hone.

ENCOURAGE YOUR CHI LD TO VERBALI ZE FOR HI MSELF/ HERSELF

e toaskquestions

 totdl fedings, fears, prod ens

e totakabout dailyincidents

e tosharehis/her omninterests(al requireactivelisteningonthe parent’s part)

St asideatinewththe childeach day total k about hi s/ her concerns and what
happened t hat day.

READ TO YOUR CHI LD
Read t o your chi | d as nuch as possi bl e and | ook at pi ctures i n nagazi nes. Turn of f
theTV. Trytodothis every day.

| NCLUDE LANGUAGE LEARNING I N EVERYDAY ACTI VITIES

Don't set asideaspecia tinefor this, asyouw!| for reading stories and heari ng
about school. Mkeit apart of every activity you sharewthyour child- getting
hi mMher dressed, goi ng shopping, waitingfor the bus, etc.

ENCOURAGE MOVEMENT ACTI VI TI ES

Hanfor daily outdoor and physical activitytohel pthechildlearnabout theworld

and hi m her sel f.

e run, junp, throw catch, sand and water play, clinbing, touching, exploring,
taki ngwal ks and tri ps

e providesone quieter snal | nuscleactivity: cutting, pasting, drawng, col oring,
puzzl es, building
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